THE  LIGHT  OF  DAY

The old-fashioned conversion of our fathers and
mothers was an emotional, not an intellectual pro-
cess; it was an upheaval of the conscience and not
a turning over of the mind, and is impossible to most
natures. It did not open the eyes, but it enlisted the
heart and the feelings'; it begat love. Love is not
sharp-sighted, but it is creative; it finds meaning
and value which an outsider does not find. A man
who loves his church and its sacraments and ceremo-
nies finds a significance and an importance in them
which another does not. But it is to be remembered
that these things are relative and personal, and not
absolute and universal. It is love which, creates
them, our own heightened feelings which impart
them. They are subjective phenomena, and not
objective realities. The creed of our church is not
any more true that we love it and find it full of
meaning and beauty. There is but one truth-tester*
and that is the impartial, impersonal intellect.

In all his criticism Arnold aimed at disinterested-
ness. He does not appear as an advocate before a
jury whose passions and prejudices are to be moved,
but as a pleader before the judges in the highest
court, whose reason is to be convinced. Religion
as a sentiment, or as an emotion of his heart, is not
often present in his prose writings, but religion as
a conviction of his intellect is. He states the law,
and states it with just as much spiritual insight as
St. Paul does, but not with the same force of con-
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